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Hansard Thursday, 21 June 2012

Speech by

Hon. John-Paul Langbroek

MEMBER FOR SURFERS PARADISE

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Independent Public Schools

Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and
Employment) (10.12 am): Prior to the election, the LNP went to Queenslanders with a plan to give schools
more autonomy and empower them to make local decisions to improve local outcomes. The promise was
to introduce 120 independent public schools over four years. These independent public schools will be
better placed to respond to the needs and aspirations of the schools’ local community. 

In stark contrast from the previous government, what the Newman government promises, the
Newman government delivers. Later today I will be at Rainworth State School in the electorate of Mount
Coot-tha—and isn’t it great to go to Mount Coot-tha nowadays?—to open expressions of interest for the
first 30 independent public schools which will commence in 2013. The member for Mount Coot-tha, like
other members of this House, has informed me that schools in her electorate are excited about applying to
be an independent public school. The reason for this excitement is that school principals know their local
communities and know what a wonderful opportunity this initiative presents to innovate and deliver quality
outcomes in the classroom. 

Many of those principals are members of the Queensland Teachers Union. Sadly, the union that is
established to represent them is playing politics with independent public schools. As was raised in this
place yesterday, this government is currently negotiating enterprise bargaining agreement 7 with
Queensland teachers. We are currently working towards an outcome. What has been disheartening is that
the QTU has wrapped up the issue of independent public schools into the enterprise bargaining debate. 

Let me be clear: the Newman government was elected with a clear mandate to deliver change
across Queensland. In the education portfolio, a core element of that mandate is a shift to greater school
autonomy. On 24 March at state schools around Queensland there were teachers, parents and community
members who voted for a change, and we are delivering that change. I encourage the union not to play
politics with this important initiative. I encourage the union to listen to their members who know the
potential of independent public schools. Queenslanders share our belief that the key stakeholders in
guiding the direction of a local school are students, parents and teachers. From those groups, school
communities are built. It is those school communities that know what is best for their local school and that
will drive innovation and learning outcomes. 
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